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Some Account of the Rev.Thomas | 


Hooker. 


HE Rev. Thomas Hooker, 

one of the first settlers of 
the colony of Connecticut, and 
hrst pastor of the church of 
Christin Hartford, was born in 
England, at Marfield in the 
county of Leicester, in the year 
1586. His parents, whose ‘for- 
lune was ample, were induced 
from his early thirst for science 
and strength of capacity, to be- 
stow on him a liberal education. 
His literary progress was more 
than ordinary, which united 
with a cheerful and courteous 
temper, anda strong and vigo- 
rous mind, prepared the way 
for his advancement in the Uni- 
versity. While a proctor in the 





It was in this situation, that 
Mr. Hooker became an hopeful 
subject of conversion. He was 
led to see his hopeless condition, 
while a stranger to regenerating 
grace, and was so filled with 
fearful apprehension, of the 
wrath of a justly offended and 
holy Goi, that sleep fled from 
him, and peace was a stranger 
to hissoul. Hesought, in tha 
abundant resources of his own 
mind, a refuge from trouble, 
and in the subtlety of philoso- 
phy an hiding place from dan- 
ger; but he at length perceived 
every renewed effort still more 
unsuccessful than the former, 
and that like the hypocrite’s hope 
they vanished in the day of 
trial. Emptied of all self-re- 
liance, he was now led, by the 


} >* 4 . . . . 
seminarys his constant efforts to | renewing infiuence of the divine 


Testrain the excesses, and re- 
formthe moralsof the dissipated, 
Were crowned with uncommon 
Success. And he was soon pre- 
ferred to a fellowship in Eman- 
uel College, Cambridge, the stu- 
dents of which, were originally 
— for the study of divin- 
Von. I. No. 12. 





spirit, to embrace by faith the 
Saviour of the world; to hope 
for pardon and acceptance, thro’ 
his atonement and intercession ; 
and tolove, with cheerful sub- 
mission, God’s holy character 
and righteous government.— 
Brought thus from darkness inte 
marvellous light, he became an 
Hhh 
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humble, a judicious, and an ani- 
mated Christian. He now 
speediiy prepared himself for 
the ministry, end shorily after 
became a powerful preacher of 
the gospel. Not ambitious to 
shine among the great, or to 
acquire applause in the fishiona- 
ble circles, be «iter ai few 
months left London and its 
vicinity, where he had preached 
with much reputation, and re- 
tired into the country. He was 
ardently desirous to preach the 
rospel to the poor ; to Instruct 
the ignorant in the way of life, 
and to publish the glad tudings 
of salvation, to the stranger and 
the capiive. 

In 1626, Mr. [looker became 
Jecturer, and was united as assis- 
tant, with a Mr. Mitchel at 
@helmsford, in Essex, a town of 
great resort and business ; but 
abandoned in the extreme, to all 
manner of excess and licentious- 
ness. ‘They were highly favor- 
ed by heaven, in the settlement 
of this discreet, pious and influ- 
eitial minister among them. 
His lectures soon drew the at- 
tenuon of his people, and not on- 
ly they, but the neiehboring 
congregations who occasionally 
heard him, began apparently to 
give a more frequent and solemn 
ultention to religicus mstruc- 
tion. Multitudes flocked from 
a distance to hear him, and the 
spirit was shed abroad, like re- 
sreshing showers on. thirsty 
lands, over the neighboring 
country, and more especially on 
the people of his charge. Tle 
was an interesting instructor, 
and spiritual guide, and beheld 
With delight the increase of ov- 
a growing res- 
pect for the sabbath and the or- 
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Dec, 
dinances of worship ; ANd a gen. 
eral disposition among all to 
address exch othery wits the 
aeniny and laudeble salutation, 
“come and let us goup to the 
nouse Of the Lord.” 

After the lapse of four years 
the people of Cheimsford’ were 
deprived of their spiritual teach. 
er. He was too conscientious, 
to subscribe to the articles, jn 
the act of uniformity, and was 
compelled to leave his flock, to 
which he was tenderly attached 
not, however, without the con- 
solation, that the Shepherd of 
Israel, who never slumbers, still 
watched over them. 

IIe retired to a neighboring 
villave, and kept a school in his 
own hired house; and, like 
the apostie Paul, received with 
Christian tenderness and affec- 
Lion, as many as resorted thither 
to receive instruction ; and in 
this way was eminently useful, 
not only by coniirming the doubt- 
ful in the truth, but also by 
counselling the neighboring min- 
isters, and relieving them from 
many difficulties, by his saluta- 
ty advice. In his connection 
with his peopJe and his clerical 
brethren, his conduct was s0 
blameless, and his deportment 
so inoffensive, that the tongues 
of his enemies were withheld 
from abuse, and compelled to 
defend him. When the bishop 
of London pretended, that the 
ministry of Mr. Hooker was Br 
jurious, and ofiensive to the min- 
isters in his vicinity, forty-seven 
of them petitioned in his behali 
and declared him to be orthodox 
honest, peaceable, and in no wer 
turbulent or factions ; thous! 
they were ail strenuous oppost! 
of the nonconformists + 
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wawawee Abash’d they stood, 
«And felt how awiul goodness is, 


and saw ; . 
« Virtue in her shape how lovely.” 


1 


But nothing, in these days of in- 
tolerance, could avail a dissenter. | 
The spiritual court, at Chelms- 
ford in 1630, proceeded to si- 
lence him, and Jaid him under 
bonds of fifty pounds, to ap- 
pear before the court of high 
commission. The bonds, how- | 
ever, were forfeited, his security 
was indemniiied by his friends, 
and himself saved from the dan- 
ger of a trial. 

Mr. Hooker, having left his | 
family under the care of his 
great and good friend the Earl 
of Warwick, now thought it ex- 
pedient to avoid prosecution, by 
becoming a voluntary exile from | 
his native country. iter an 
hazardous passage, he arrived in 
Holland ; which, at this time, 
was a frequented asylum, to the 
despised and oppressed puritans. 
Iie remained a short season at 
Amsterdam, and thence removed 
to Delft, where he was cordially 
received, and associated in the 
ministry, with the pious and| 
Rev. Mr, Forbs, pastor of the 
English church in that place. 
About two years after, he went 
to Rotterdam, and lived in friend- 
ly intimacy, till he left Holland, 
with the learned and celebrated 
Dr. Ames, whom he assisted in 
the composition of some of his 
discourses designed for the press. 

Chis country did not afford a 
convenient settlement for his 
friends, and receiving informa- 
ion, that they contemplated a 
removal to New-England, he 
resolved to return to England 
and join them, with his family, 
in their expedition to America ; 
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Where he hoped to spend the re- 
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| mainder of his days, in the quiet 


enjoyment of Christian liberty. 
He narrowly escaped from the 
officers, who diligently sought 
him till he sailed from London, 
in 1633, inthe ship which bore 
Mr. Cotton, Mr. Stone.and seve- 
ral others with himselt, beyond 
the reach of their maiienont pur- 
sues. On their arrival in Bos- 
ton, I the month of Sepiem- 
ber, Mr. Cotton was there set- 
tled, but Mr. Hooker and Mr. 
Stone went to Newtown, now 
calied Cambridge, where many 
of their friends had established 
themselves the year before— 
iere a church was now gather- 
ed; Mr. Hooker was chosen 
pastor, and Mr. Stone teacher, 
a transaction highly gratulying 
to these pious people, and so re- 
viving to the spirits of thei 
venerable pastor, that he ex- 
claimed with affectionate fervor : 
“© Now I live if ye stand fast in 
the Lord.” Though in an un- 
cultivated land, far removed from 
the temporal comforts and abun- 
dance of his native country ; 
still he confidently trusted in 
the great Shepherd of Israe:, 
who “ made his own people to 
eo forth like sheep, and guided 
them in the wilderness Itke a 
flock.” 

In 1635, the people of New- 
town obtained permission, to 
make a settlement on Connect- 
icut River,—made the necessa- 
ry arrangements, and in June 
1635, Mr. Hooker with Mr. 
Stone, and about an hundred of 
his congregation, travelled thro’ 
the trackless desert to Hartford, 
the place of their final and per- 
manent establishment. Remov- 
ed now beyond the reach of the 
sword of persecution, this good 
man was sensible, that they had 
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not escaped from the lure of 
temptation, and the snares of 
the world. It was his maxim, 
“ That adversity had slain its 
thousands, but that prospevity 
would slay its ten thousands ;” 
and “ I fear” said he, “ that they 
who have been lively Christians, 
in the fire of persecution, will 
soon beceme cold in the midst 
of universal peace.” Anxious- 
ly concerned for the religious 
prosperity and peace of this 
infant colony, he devoted him- 
self, with his uncommon wis- 
dom and steady resolution, to 
their highest interests. His 
prayers ascended with unremit- 
ted engagedness to dhe throne of 
grace, which evinced the sincer- 
ity of his own frequent remark, 
“ that prayer is the principal part 
of a minister’s work ;” and with 
this impression, it was his con- 
stant practice, to set apart one 
fay in each month, for private 
prayer and fasting. 

Both in the civil and religious 
affairs of his people, his advice 
was a strong motive for excr- 
tion, and his decision, in matters 
of dispute, terminated strife. 
In forming resolutions, he was 
bold and decisive, and in their 
execution, tudicious, 
and persevering. Se much was 
he regarded in all weighty tran- 
sactions, that when Capt. Ma- 
son, who had signally vanquish- 
ed the Pequots, the most war- 
like of their enemies, was ap- 
pointed Major General, the 
standard was solemnly delivered 
to him, by the hand of Mr. 
Hooker. 

His manners were open and 
agreeable, calculated to invite 
ihe timid to a friendly con- 
fidence, and gain an avenue te 
every heart, for the communi- 
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diligent | 





(Dee, 


cation of instruction. 
and cheerful, in the discharge ¢f 
his official duties, he wags emt 
nently a father to all around 
him ; he was happy in their 
prosperity, and wounded by 
their misfortunes 3 in the house 
of poverty his charities were 
abundant ; in the chamber of 
sickness, he was _ kind and be- 
nevolent ; and in the circle of 
mourners, his heart overflowed 
With svmpathy and consolation, 

In his own family* he was 
cheerful, prudent and exemple- 
ry ; given to hospitality ; ready 
to communicate 5 easy of ac- 


Ready 


| cess, and happy in their enjoy- 


ment. Elis students and domes- 
tics, always vicwed him as their 
patron and friend ; and ofte: 
manifested their gratitude, that 
they were so fortunate, as to 
have enjoyed the privileges of 
this devotional family, whose 
governing motto corresponded 
with the resolution of the pious 
conqueror of Canaan ; “ as for 
me and my house we will serve 
the Lord.” : : 

In church government and 
discipline, he displayed that 
knowledge und ability, which 
the subject eminently requires. 
Prudence and deliberation so 
marked his footsteps. that disor 
der withered in the bud at his 
approach, while harmony and 

ie 

* Mr. Hooker’s descendants are 
numerous and respectable. — His on- 
ly son, the Rev. Samuel Hooke", whe 
came with his father from England, 
was ordained at Farmington, in ido, 
where he continued 40 years a faith- 
ful and respected minister . ” 
gospel. He had nine sons vg “ 
daughters. His sons settled mn “4 
mington, Hartford, and Guilfore 
His eldest daughter married ~ 
Pierpont, of New-Haven, and the 
youngest a Mr. Buckinghan. 
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love bloomed with reviving frag- 
rance, under his skilful culti- 
vation. His rebukes were giv- 
en with the feelings of a broth- 
er, whose only design is to re- 
form, and to whom it affords a 
pleasing satisfaction, to cover 
the faults which have excited 
contrition. 

He was much troubled at the 
frequent and illiberal censures 
of some churches, which in his 
opinion, laid the foundation for 
more mischief than benefit ; 
though when they became ne- 
cessary, he was by no means 
insensible of their importance. 
He observed on this subject, 
that, “ the utmost circumsnec- 
tion is needful, that we do not 
spoil the ordinances of God, by 
our mismanagement thereof.” 
And in this, as well as in all 
other difficult matters, he can- 
didly consulted with those, on 
whose judgment he could rely, 
before he adopted measures of 
critical importance. Lis use- 
fulness and influence were not 
confined by narrow limits, he 
* was the father and pillar of the 
churches in Connecticut ;” he 
assisted In gathering and organ- 
izing all the churches, that were 
formed in this state, previcus to 
his decease, helped to ordain 
their ministers, and gaye them 
such advice as their peculiar 
Situations required. 

He was a dis inguished mem- 
ber of the first general council 
of the clergy in New-Engiand, 
and from his opinions, which the 
reader will find at large in bis 
* Survey of Church Discipline,” 
was digested the platform of 
1648, which contains the first 
Principles of the constitution of 
the churches of New-England. 
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His hands were strengthencd ! 
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and his heart encouraged to 
these laborious efforts, by the 
wonderful prosperity, which at- 
tended our forefathers in their 
arduous though Jaudable de- 
signs. 

He lived to see fourteen towns, 
within the present limits of Con- 
necticut, settled in a rugged 
wilderness, whose immense fo- 
rests afiorded a gloomy shelter 
to numerous tribes of faithless 
and revengeful savages. These 
dreaded neighbors frequently 
attacked them, and crueily mur- 
dered those, whom they captiva- 
ted ; but their strength was soon 
broken, and they were driven to 
flight or submission. ‘Though 
our ancestors at this time were 
few in number, yet the Lord, in 
whom they trusted, made them 
to prosper,— he cast out the 
heathen also before them,” and 
“ enlarged their borders.” 

In the pulpit, Mr. Hooker’s 
talents shone with superior lus- 
tre. He was an animated and 
impressive preacher, and cor- 
rect in his doctrines ; but his 
highest excellency consisted, in 
impressing the minds of his 

eurers, with the necessity of 
relying, for salvation, on the 
atonement, made to God for the 
sins of men, by the obedience 
and sufferings of Christ. His 
sermons were plain and practi- 
cal, and were delivered ln a 
manner so engaging, that when- 
ever he preached, he was sure 
to collect a numerous audience, 
Even his opposers were unable 
to resist the power with which 
he spake. Itis related of him, 
that while he was minister at 
Chelmsford, being on a visit to 
Marficid, he was invited topreach 
in the great church, at Leicester, 
One of the principal burgesses 
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was sorely displeased, that this 
popular dissenter, should re- 
ceive such a mark of respect, 
and determined, so to disturb 
the audience, as to frustrate the 
preacher. He sent a number 
of base fellows, with musical 
instruments, into the porch, to 
effect his dishonorable purpose; 
but all their efforts were fuule, 
for the audience were still at- 
tentive, and the preacher zealous 
and unabashed. The man at 
length went himself, and while 
meditating hostility, he over- 
heard some observations of Mr. 
Hooker, which arrested his at- 
tention ; he stopped to listen, 
and his conscience smote him. 
He no longer breathed out threa- 
tening and slaughter against the 
worshippers of God, for his bit- 
terness against them was chan- 
ged to penitence, and his curses, 
to prayers. His distress termi- 
nated in hope; he became a 
professor of religion, and proved, 
by the consistency of his life, 
the sincerity of his reformation. 
The discourses of Mr. Hooker 
secured so much approbation, 
that nearly an hundred of them 
appeared fromthe press; but the 
fortune common to such publi- 
cations has foliowed them.— 
They have had their period and 
are gone to forgetfulness, where | 
they will soon be joined, by their 
numerous successors. There 
is more useful, classical, and 
sound theological reading in ser- 
mons than in all the systems, 
polemic discussions and com- 
mentaries in the language ; yet 
a duil dissertation will long sur- 
Vive a sermon, which is con- 
sidered of no more value, than the 
parson’sweeklydiscourses,which 
are heard, in compliance with 


re 
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fashion, Without the trouble of 
attention. 

Mr. Hoeker was thoro 
versed in the polemic divinity of 
his time. His lovical powers 
Were strong and discriminating, 
and his dexterity, in menacing 
an argument, united to a flowin 
elocution, highty qualified him 
for disputation, to which he was 
frequenily compelled, in defence 
of his nonconiormity. But it 
ought to be mentioned in his 
praise, that in the sanctuary, he 
never fed his people with doubt- 
jul disputations; there he ad- 
dressed himself to the heart and 
conscience, und preached the 


uchly 


| gospel, in its original purity and 


simplicity. 

‘Lhe convicted and awakened 
ever resorted to him, with the 
ereatest freedom and confidence; 
and his abilities were no where 
more useful and conspicuous, 
than in convincing the sinner of 
his demerit, and the justice of 
the dealings of Providence, in 
leading him to understand the 
nature of holiness, and the only 
way of salvation through the 
merits of a Mediator. 

With his other attainments, he 
possessed the accomplishments 
of a profound and a_ polished 
scholar. His literary merit ob- 
tained for him, the fellowship at 
Cambridge, and few men of - 
are, were so thoroughly versec 
in the liberal sciences. Hiseth- 
ical and theological lectures, 
while a catechist in the Univer: 
sity, were so justly admired, that 
notes were carefully taken from 
them, and preserved by his ptr 
pils. On these occasions, t ye 
his chief design, to unfold on 
enforce the great and important 
doctrines of Christianity, ™ 
which he blended the most co” 
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rect instruction, with a delight- 
ful exhibition of the most inter- 
esting considerations and in- 
ducements, to a life of Christian 
obedience. 

Through almost the whole 
course of his active life, he was 
employed in the Instraction of 
youth, and particularly those, 
who were designed for the min- 
istry ; and to this undertak- 
ing, his talents were peculiar- 
ly adapted. His suavity gained 
their affection, his knowledge 
of the doctrines of the scirip- 
tures, enabled him to expound 
them consistently, and his accu- 
rate and extensive > erudition, 
which he freely communicated, 
elevated their conceptions, and 
assisted them, in forming the 
best habits of thinking and 
Judging, Many of his pupils, 
both in England and America, 
became eminent divines. The 
last of them, the Rev. James 
Fitch, was settled at Saybrook, 
in 1646, where Mr. Hooker as- 
sisted in gathering the church, 
and ordaining their pastor. 

As the life of this godly man 
was filled up, witi usefulness 
and duty, soin his death, he wa 
calm and resigned. He had said, 
While in health, “ That he 
Should esteem it a favor from 
God, if he might live no longer, 
than he should be able to con- 
“nue his active labors in the 
work of his place ; and that 
when the time of his departure 
should come, God would short- 
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en the ime.” Jn this desire he 
was gratified. He was slightly 
attacked with an epidemic fe- 
ver, which had carried off many 
of his people ; but his disorder 
soon assmed a threatening as- 
pect. Afier his danger was 
apprehended, he conversed but 
hitle with his nearest friends. 
Being asked to express. his ap- 
prehensions, respecting the 
state of New-England ; he re- 
plied, “I have not that work 
now to do; I have already de- 
clared the counsel of the Lord.” 
He seemed to be conscious, that 
his work was done, and well 
done, and that nothing remain- 
ed, but to compose his mind, to 
meet the solemn change, that 
awaited him. <A friend, who 
steed in tears by his bed-side, just 
before he expired, said to him, 
‘ Sir, you are going to receive 
the reward of all your labors ;” 
to which he answered, * Bro- 
ther, lam going to receive mer- 
cy.” He then, with perfect 
composure, Closed his eyes with 
his own hands, and witha gen- 
tle groan, resigned his spirit 
into the hand of God who gave it. 

Thus, on the 7th of July, 1647, 
terminated the life of this vene- 
rable man, whose death was sen- 
sibly felt, and deeply regreitedy 
by his numerous acquaimtance. 
His brethren in the ministry 
lamented their loss, and . the. 
churches, which he had watered, 
for a long time, cherished his 


‘memory. 
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Obituary. 


HE common practice of be- 
stowing indiscriminate pan- 


1 > “a 1 i 
egyric upon the dead, ought not 


to deter us from peying a just 
tribute of respect, to the mcmo- 
ry of the truly virtuous and ex- 
cellent: nor from exhibiting 
sketches of their lives, for en- 
samples to the hving. Few men 
were in life more beloved, or in 
death more lamented, than Doc- 
tor Hart, of Preston, whose 
death was announced last week. 
Dr. Hart was the son of Thomas 
Hart, Esq. of Southington, In 
Connecticut. Being early of a 
slender and delicate constitution; 
his father designed to give him 
a public education : but before 
he was prepared to enter Col- 
lege, the death of his father de- 
prived him of paternal care. A 
thirst for knowledye however, 
and an ardent desire to accom- 
plish his father’s purpose, ena- 
bled him to surmount every dil- 
ficulty, and obtain the honors of 
Yale College in 1760. While 
a memberof College, he made 
a public profession of that. reli- 
gion which regulated all his fu- 
ture conduct, and to the interest 
of which, his whole future life 
was devoted. On leaving Col- 
lege, he commenced the study 
of Divinity with the late Doc- 
tor Bellamy ; and soon after he 
was licensed to preach, he was 
invited in 1762, to the pastoral 
care of the church and. congre- 
fation in the second society in 
Preston; where he continued 
and was able to preach and per- 
form all parochial duties, until 
ashort time before his death ; 
which happened October 27, 
1808, aged 70. Endowed by 


nature wiih a sound and viro- 


Obituary. 
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* ae 
rous understandiig, Dr. Hart 


had hot neglected to Improve 
his mind with literature. He 
had pursued with uncommon aS- 
siduity sclence in general; but 
more especially that which was 
connected with his profession : 
and awvas always able & to give a 
reason, for the faith that was ip 
him.” Much distinguished for 
an accurate knewledge of hu- 
man nature, and discernment of 
character; of a social and com- 
municative turn of mind, his 
talents were not permitted to 
lie dormant. Tis frequent calls 
to heal breaches in otherchurch- 
es: (in his own be had none,) his 
being often elected to preside in 
Ecclesiastical councils; the 
number of young gentlemen 
who were by him trained up to 
the ministry ; his election tothe 
office of trustee of Dartmouth, 
and afterwards of Yale College, 
and of the Missionary Society, 
of which he was one of the 
founders, sufficiently attest m 
what estimation he was held by 
the public. Much as he was 
publicly esteemed ; those only 
who were acquainted with his 
private and domestic life, could 
justly appreciate his character. 
Benevolent and placid, in his 
disposition ; of amiable man- 
ners, unassuming demeanor 
and great delicacy : he never 
intentionally wounded the feel- 
ings of any, but always encotl 
aged the modest and difident. 
As a husband and father 5 he 
was tender and afrectionate, per 
haps to an extreme. As 4 
friend ; open, candid, honest 
and sincere. As a neighbor 
kind, obliging and affable. As 
agentieman in his own “yor ; 
courteous, hospitable, and truly 


b 
ir . 7 Ot 
polite, to anumel ous circle 
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friends, to whom it was always 
open. But most of all he shone 
as afaithful minister of the re- 
licion of Jesus Christ. Having 
been set apart to the work of the 
ministry ; he thought it hts duty 
to be “ instant in season, and out 
of sezson,” and * to spend and be 
spent” in the service of his 
divine Lord and Master. THe 
adopted St. Paul’s rule, “ to be- 
come all things to all men; 
that thereby he might gain 
some.” In doing this however, 
he never yielded up his princi- 
pies, Dor gave any countenance 
to the vicious. What Dr. Hart 
Was aS a preacher, cannot be 
better expressed, than in the 
following passage from Cowper, 
and to no man within the know- 
ledge of the writer, were these 
lines more applicable. 


“T would express him, simple, 
grave, sincere, 

In doctrine, uncorrupt, in language, 
plain, 

And plain in manner. 
emn, chaste, 

And natural in gesture. Much im- 

_ press’d 

Himself, 2s conscions of his awful 
charge, 

And anxious that the flock he feeds, 

May feel it too. Affectionate in 
look, 

And tender in address, as well be- 
comes 
messenger of grace, to guilty 
men,” 


Decent, sol- 


That the gospel might be 
preached to every creature, was 
his constant prayer ; and to ex- 
tend its influence employed his 
WNremitted exertions. It was 
this which occasioned his ardent 
zealto promote missions, and 
Missionary Societies : and was 
principally the theme of a cor- 
respondence, for several years. 
with many highly respectable 
Vor, I. No, 12. 
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charactersin Europe, of differ- 
ent religious denominations. 

Within the sphere of his per- 
sonal exertions, it was not suffi- 
cient for him that he publicly 
preached. His private visits in 
ils parish were constant, stated, 
and universal. He thought it 
better to visit the house of 
mourning, than the house of 
feasting ; and continually sought 
out the abodes of affliction and 
sorrow, of poverty and distress. 
He considered the time when 
the mind was softened by aiflic- 
tion, as one best calcuiated to 
make some useful impression, 
and this he aiways attempted 3 
but ina mannerpeculiarly sooth- 
we 3 and never calculated to 
wound. He not only soothed 
the poor by his conversation 5 
but assisted their wants, from 
the littl, which by an exact 
economy, he was enabled to 
save from a small salary ; and 
both by precept and example, 
animated others more able to do 
the same. 

In short, he wasa father to 
the people of his charge; the 
steady and orderly conduct for 
which they are distinguished, 
bear testimony to his usetulness 
among them. ‘Their attention 
to him in his last sickness, vie- 
ine with each other in acts of 
-indness towards him; their 
tears and lamentations at his 
death and burial. evidence how 
much they loved him, and how 
deeply they felt the loss. As 
he had lived, so he died; with 
perfect serenity, and Christian 
composure. 

“ ‘Phe chamber where the good marr 
meets his fate, 
Is privileg’d beyond the common 
walk 
Of virtuous life, quite in the verge 
of heaven.” 
hii. 
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His funeral was attended by all 
the neighboring clergy ; and an 
excellent sermon preached by 
Rev. Joel Benedict, D. D. of 
Plainfield ; from -these words, 
“Your fathers where are they, 
and the prephets do they live 
forever ?” Zech. f 5. A very 
large and attentive concourse of 
people, hung upon the lips of 
the preacher, while he descri- 
bed some of the prominent fea- 
tures of the character of the 
deceased; and evinced, that 
their hearts affectionately re- 
sponded to the justice of this 
delineation. His remains were 
deposited by the side of a de- 
ceased wife, at whose grave he 
had erected a plain stone, with 
this inscription, * And Jacob sat 
a pillar upon Rachaci’s grave.” 
November 9, 1808. 
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Plain Thoughis on a Great Sub- 
ject. 


7 Lord is incomprehen- 
sible in his works. Their 
greatness, their extent, their va- 
riety and their goodness will be 
matter of wonder to his crea- 
tures for ever ; it is by his 
works, that Cod displays his 
OWN infaile nature to creatures, 
thus leading them to an enjoy- 
ment oi himself ; and we may de- 
termine they will for ever ap- 
pear wonderful, and be so in the 
sight of angels as well as of 
men. All our knowledge of God 
is through the medium of his 
works. Thereis no intimation, 
that creatures will ever be able 
to Jook directly on God, and to 
sce his perfections, either intu- 
itively or without a medium, as 


he sees, and knows himseif.—| 
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The display which God made of 
himself was beoun in creation 
and has been continued in his 
providence. His providence js 
ae tga fsovernment of all 
1S WOKS, ANG perheps is not 
diferent trom & continued crea. 
tion 5 for it implics a continued 
exercise of the same power and 
wisdom, which were exerted in 
creating. His upholding and 
government of all things, are as 
ranch an cXecet of the present 
will of Godas creation Was; so 
that in the highest sense it istrue, 
in him “ we hive, are moved and 
have our being.” Heisa God 
always present,—ulways acting 
in our existence, and there is no 
more possibility of our being 
distant from him, than there is 
of a most dependent effect beng 
separated from a most absolute 
cause. 

The providence of God isa 
vast scheme of divine action in 
upholding and directing his 
works. It is a vast and eternal 
display of himself to the finite 
understandiig of bis creatures. 
His common providence is the 
constant exercise of an efficient 
agency, according to certain 
jaws of existence and action, 
which we call the established 
laws of nature. His special pro- 
vidence is a divine agency exert: 
ed ina manner, different from 
the known and established laws 
of nature and divine action; 
which is designed more fully to 
display himself, for his own 


elory and the good of his crea 
tures. As his scheme of coun- 


sel and action was most — 
from eternity, and best in all 
parts, the distinction between 


common and special — 

aia 0 
doth not imply any — , 
imperfection of counsel in God; 
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or that he was disappointed in 
the laws and events of his com- 
mon providence. Both com- 
mon and special acts of provi- 
dence were equally included in 
the original plan ; and the ver- 
bal distinction was introduced, 
merely to aid weak creatures in 
conceiving and describing to 
each other the deep things of 
God. Among the works of bis 
special providence, we may 
number the great and glorious 
redemption of sinners. Crea- 
tion was a great display of him- 
self, and was necessary to pre- 
cede; but redemption is rreater. 
It more gloriously unfolds the 
rectitude and goodness of God, 
his manner of enjoying himself, 
andof leading his creatures to 
the same blessed enjoyment, the 
unchangeable nature of his law 
and government, and the insepa- 
rable connection between holi- 
nessand happiness. Redemption 
wes designed by God to be the 
highest display of himself, and 
the means of introducing into 
the universe the greatest happi- 
ness of creatures, and the great- 
est declarations of his own glory. 
Therefore, we should not view 
redemption asdesigned toamend 
adefect in the original scheme 
of divine government ;_ but 
Should rather consider the crea- 
tion as preparatory to the work 
of redemption. Redemption 
will give more additional glory 
to God, and happiness to crea- 
tures, than could have been from 
creation without it ; and there- 
fore this dispensation of grace, 
may fitly be called the greatest 
and most glorious of God’s 
works. It is said, “ tothe in- 


tent that now unto the princi- 
palities and powers in heavenly 
Places, might be known by the 
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church the manifold wisdom of 


God, according to the eternal 
purpose, which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” The 
church here means, the redeem- 
ed church saved from among 
men. By principalities and pow- 
ers in heavenly places is proba- 
bly meant some other orders of 
holy and intelligent creatures. 

It appears by revelation, that 
in displaying himself, the ever 
blessed God acts by the Son, the 
second person of his divine na- 
ture. He was the Creator, is the 
Redeemer, and will be the Judge 
of angels and men. In him all 
the holy creation is united, and 
by him united to the infinite 
godhead. 

He is the Creator of all things. 
“For by him were all things 
created that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and in- 
visible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities 
or powers : all things were cre- 
ated by himand for him. And 
he is before all things, and by 
him all things consist,” that is, 
are upheld in being. Jesus 
Christ in some sense Is the head, 
in whom all created beings are 
united and brought nigh to God. 
How he is the head of redeem- 
ed men is very clearly described 
in the sciptures. There are also 
many clear intimations in the 
word of God, that he is, in some 
sense not explained to us, the 
head of the holy creation. * By 
him to reconcile all things to 
himself, by him, I say, whether 
they bethingsin earth or things in 
heaven. And ye are complete in 
him, which is the head of all 
principality and power. That 
in the dispensation of the ful- 
ness of times, he might gather 
together in one all things im 
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Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth even in 
him.” ‘The wonderful scheme 
of divine wiseéom in redeeming 
men, will have a great iufluence 
on the state and blessedness of 
all intelligent creatures. ‘Tho’ 
tbe men only who are redeem- 
ed through the blood of Christ, 
other holy creatures will be 
greatly benefited, and — their 
most pure happiness and moral 
glory will arise from this 
transaction. The greatest glory 
of God, and tie greatest happi- 
ness of his creatures will be for 
ever united. The greatest dis- 
play of his essential goodness, 
will make bim most glorious, 
and his holy creatures most 
blessed ; so that angels may be 
deeply interested, and their in- 
crease of holiness and happiness 
depend on the gospel grace, 
although they never sinned or 
needed redemption. The pro- 
per meaning of the word angel 
is a messexger, and itis figura- 
tively applicd in the holy scrip- 
tures, as a eencral name for all 
the invisible created spirits. It 


most commonly means spi- 
rts of some order different 


from the souls of men; but 
sometimes is used for the spirits 
of just men made perfect in 
glory. In the xxii. chapter of 
Rey. one who is called an angel 
told John, he was of his brethren 
the prophets. 

These invisible spirits are 
used by God as messengers or 
arents of his providence in the 
work of redemption. The hea- 
venly hosis are described as joy- 
ful spectators of the great events 
in the kingdom of grace. At 
the incarnation they sang an 
hymn of praise. There 1s joy 
in the presence of the angels of 
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God over one sinner that repent. 
eth. Christ will come attended 
by his holy angels to judge the 
world. The angels desire to iook 
into the things of redemption 
ihus it appears that other crea. 
tures besides men feel deeply in- 
terested in the opening scheme 
of redeeming grace. Thy judg 
ments are as the light that foeth 
forth.” The  dispensations of 
mercy and judgment to the sin- 
ners of this world vive instruc. 
tion to the universe. Ifthe heart 
be perfectly good, whatever in- 
creases knowledge will increase 
holiness ; and whatever increas- 
es holiness will increase happi- 
ness. Itis inthis way that the 
angels are benefited by the great 
work of redemption. Thereby 
they learn the unsearchable rich- 
cs of divine goodness, and the 
awful severity of justice. 

The moral character of God 
is the principal object of holy 
enjoyment. The more he is 
known, the more blessed and 
glorious heaven will become to 
its pure inhabitants. Christians 
in this world do not generally 
consider how much the gospel 
display of an infinite God ex- 
ceeds all others. The most ex- 
plicit revelation of the moral law, 
that could have been made to 
creatures, without tie gospel re- 
demption, would have given but 
little knowledge of divine rectl 
tude andthe nature of holiness, 
compared with what we now 
have. These subjects, with the 
eeneral nature of the moral sys 
tem, are made very luminous to 
the understanding of creatures 
both in heaven and on earth, by 
the redemption of sinners and 
the manner of its purchase and 
application, By this we learn 
what divine goodness is; ae 
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fightin the blessedness of intel- 
jicent beings. By this we learn 
its infinite degree ; so great as 
to forgive sinners and enemies 
wip deserve eternal rejection . 
snd forgive them by the gtit of 
the Son of Ged, to humble him- 
sifto death. even the death of 
the cross. By this we learn that 
God doth not punish from any 
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delight In misery, but trom love. | 


iy this we learn the nature of 
justice, and that it is the inflexi- 
bility of goodness, so inflexible 
that the Lord would not spare 
his own Son from suffering. — 
Considering Jesus Christ as a 
divine person, how gloriously 
truth, justice and mercy are dis- 
played on the cross ! Here, their 
nature, their certainty, their in- 
inite fulness are seen beyond all 
that could be conceived without 
this display. By looking into 
these things the angels know 
more of God than they knew be- 
lore. Herein his holiness is 
opened to their understanding. 
The goodness that can forgive, 
the manner of purchase, the 
ep tor, Bc fone 
H'aCC, against the sinners 
scli-destroying temper, und the 
divine patience, are a very won- 
derful discovery of what God 
isin himself. His love of right- 
ousness and of mercyare a high 
example for creatures of the high- 
fstorder. They see justice and 
judgment to be the habitation of 
his throne, and mercy and truth 
5°Ine before him. 
By the gospel, through which 
Men are saved, all creatures may 
“arn the determination of God 
'o maintain, in the highest dig- 
hity and obligation, the law un- 
der which they were created and 
‘ust for ever exist. There were 
‘Wo reasons for giving the law ; 
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one, that it might serve asa rule 
of duty ; the other, to display the 
character of the lawgiver. To 
have the best conception of the 
law it must be seen in practice 
and execution. Thus we know 
how the lawgiver esteems his 
own commandment, and wili act 
In executing it. The law of mo- 
ral virtue never before appeared 
so dignified and obligatory on 
creatures, asit did when Christ 
died on the cross. ‘The whole 
moral system never did before 
appear so full of lightso so- 
lemn—so certain—so fixed in 
the eternal counseis, and 1n the 
very nature of Godhead. 

Itis emiventiy by the gospel 
that creatures learn what good- 
nessis. ‘The great work of re- 
demption is goodness displayed 
from its infinite source, so as to 
become an example of lis nature 
io all creaturcs. This shows 
that sinners may be subjects of 
goodness ; that there is nothing 
private and self-inicrested in its 
nature ; and that general well- 
being is the end which it seeks. 
In these respects, redemption by 
such means as infinite wisdom 
hath chosen, is a new view of 
roodness end its most excclient 
nature, which the works of crea- 
ation never could give. By the 
cospel God convinces angels 
that the awful justice of bis 
nature is the same as his love ; 
and that his holiness could not 
ordain a law, or bis justice ap- 
point a penalty, for the sake of 
general yood, which his Son 
would not obey, to promote the 
same end. 

2edemption is the highest 
nossible display of divine wis- 
dom, a greater display than the 
work of creation admits. It 
displays God turning evil to a 
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good account, bringing light out 
of darkness ; and making in the 
universe a greater quantity of 
holiness and happiness, than 
would have been without sin 
and miserv. How astonishing 
the wisdom which doth this!!! 
It may be remarked of all the 
effects of sin, so far us we have 
had opportunity lo see their ter- 
mination, that through the ci- 
rection of infinite wisdom, they 
turn to the confusion of the 
kingdom of evil. Though the 
devices of sin may appexr to 
prosper {cr aseason, we do al- 
Ways see them finijly blasted. 
So innumerable have been the 
Instances of this, that the raised 
expectation of sinners, in their 
evil ways, shows a stron: blind- 
nessof mind. How wonderful 
will the wisdom of God appear 


in the end, “ when he shall come | 


to be glorified in his saints, and 
to be admired in all them that 
believe!” Then it willbe seen, 
through a jivine ordering, that 
this rebellion hath turned to the 
greatest ¢lery of God and bless- 
edness of bis kingdom. hus 
ali the hosts of heaven will be- 
hold the wisdom and holiness of 
their Lord. 

The government of the Lord 
3s ascheme of wisdom and ho- 
liness, in which all the parts 
from eternity to eternity, are 
connected. 
sin into the system has ofien ex- 
cited the wonder of finite minds. 
When the elect angels saw the 


fall of their fellows in glory, and | 


of mankind, doubtless their sur- 
prise at the event was great; 
but before this they have receiv- 
ed full conviction that the Al- 
mighty is holy, wise and good in 
the permission ; and that altho’ 


The admission of. 





many, both of the angelic and | 
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human natures, remain vile and 
syyde ass | nm ’ * 24 on i We 
miserable fo; ever, the Sum of 
glory and blessednessis incre “a 
ed. 

ry - tn ll kas & insiee r . 

bxe admission of sin was 
connected with the scheme of 
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of his counsels to the under. 
standing of creatures, and ode 
mired in the holiness and elory 
which he will vive to his saints, 
Thus by the admission of sin 
and by redeeming grace, the 
nature of holiness wiil be inf- 
nitely better known by crea 
tures, than if moral evil had 
never been. 

This subrect, when consider. 
ed in its great extent, shows 
the credibility of the gospel 
revelation, and the weakness of 
several objections made against 
it by some disbelievers. They 
have said, it is not credible that 
men should be a favored race 
above angels or other orders of 
intelligent creatures, They 
have said itis not credible, that 
the divine nature should become 
incarnate, and sinners be saved 
by, such expensive means as We 
gospel publishes ——Such 0» 
objections betray both a want of 
roodness in the objector, and 
ignorance of God’s counsel and 
motives. It is true the good 
ness exercised to sinners !s Wel 
derful and unmerited ; othe 
this great work God 3s not ae 
ting for the good of sinners a 
ly. Heis promotuns - ad 
glory, and making himsel Mt 
py, in the communication P 
his grace; this is his desigs ‘ 
his own happiness consis’ . 
making an infinite display 0 
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oo —_ it 0 do th 
necessary he should take a puil- 
ty, unworthy race to be the sub- 
jects 01 his ierey. 
grace and © OOOL iness indeed! At 
the samc time he has the b ighest 
segatd to his own gicry, and 
deiyes to himself iniimitely 
more blesseduess from bestow- 
jo, than gulity sinners will 
havein receiving. Neither are 
sinful men 
favored race, inany such sense, 
asimplics respect of 
ora neglect of other intelicent 
creatures. God seeks the 
rool of redeemed men by de- 
livering them from sin and mis- 
ery 5 and cr 
an zels, by redeeming mien in 
such a wert as unioids to their 
understanding, in the greatest 
degree, hisown infinite neiure 
andthe moral system depend- 
ing on his will, Men are a 
race of beings prepare dby God 
for the put rpose of meking this 
great display of himself in the 
face of the universe. For this, 
they were created, the condition 
of their existence in every res- 
pect appointed, permitted to fall 
—and redeemed wii _ blood 
of Christ. The immediate end 
of redemption was to s waneddty 
anc pardon sinners 3; one © rreate- 
er than this, was to instr act ant 
increase the! happiness of angels, 
other orders of creatures, ; 
and the. uillinate and createst 
end was to glorify God i in the 
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is it was | of sinful men, and the stupify- 


ine influence which the world 
bath on their consciences, so that 
constantly ad- 
montshed. If this be not done, 
they will sink into the deepest 
slumber, even the sleep of death. 
VTheretore both his word and 
are calculated to 


provice CNCC, 
exeite their attention, from 
loo eacer a pursuit of pre- 


sent vanities to a consideration 
of their eternal interests, and to 
shew that they must be prepared 
ror death by a work of grace in 
ihe heart. A superintending 
prov anes teaches these thi ines 
by the deily events of life, by our 
present wa by our bodily 
pains, by tl 
by the breaches which are made 
on the families of our neigh bors; 
indeed, by all the things which 
betide mankind in this world.— 
All these are calculated to awa- 
en sleeping sinners, and bring 
them to — to the thin; o's of 
ace before they shall be 
sealec by their impenitence to 
utter ruin. 

My design in this paper Is to 
describe the state of those per- 
sons who are inattentive to 
Christian duty, and so far im- 
mersed, either in the interests 
or pies asures of this world, that 
they forget their speedy destina- 
tion to another state of existence, 
where they will be judged, and 

receive 2 portion in righteous 
wisdom, according to the lives 
which they have “lived in the 
world. Hf all men could be 
brought, seriously to attend to 
this trutl 1) it would produce an 
amazing change both in the 
opinions and manners of the 
world. ‘The apparent face of 
things would be totally altered, 
and in a thousand instances fear 
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would predominate, where sin- 
Ners now appear, with a front of 
brass to deiy their Maker, and 
triumph over all moral obliza- 
tions to their fellow men.—No- 
thine is so eficetual to restrain 
from sin, and excite visible duty, 
as a sense that we must soon 
come into judement. When 
this sense is lost, men will sink 
into total indifference, and per- 
haps rush into the mest daring 
crimes. So long as it is retuined, 
they will bear a monhor within 
their own breasts, beware what 
thou doest ; remember thou ait 
to be judged. 

In the word of God, the state 
of secure sinners is described 
by two strong images ; a state 
of sleep, anda state of death. 

With the sleep of the body 
from which the first image is 
taken, allof us are acquainted. 
It is a state of inaction and in- 
sensibility, wherein those under 
its power, do not think on the 
subjects which are most interes- 
ting tothem. They can neither 
foresee, Nor use means to pre- 
vent an approaching evil. If 
the mind be not laid in a stale 
wholly quiescent, it is filled 
with a series of imaginations, 
which are irrational, unconnec- 
ted and unprofitable. So it is 
with the sleeping sinner, for the 
figure is admirably adapted to 
give atrue description of his state. 
He is insensible of divine truth ; 
of a holy and present God ; of 
his own guilty character, which 
exposes him to divine jude- 
ments ; of a law whichis tust 
and good by which he must be 
judged ; of the certain connex- 
ion between sin, and that pun- 
ishment appointed for the guil- 
ty 5 and of the incessant rolling 
ef time bringing him rapidly 
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to the catastrophe of his pres- 
ent expectations. In this con. 
dition he ts Irecessarily insensj- 
ble of the grace of Gok Which 
offercth salvation tothe chic! of 
inners. most elorious 
doctrines and promises of the 
gospel make no impression on 


sate 
Vhe 


him; and altiough, the solemn 
truths of religion are placed in 
his view, he puts them far away 
as thourh they had no relation 
to his condition. 

A state of maction is the con. 
sequence of this insensibility, 
Lic doth nothing 
pardon and peace from God, 
He performs the duties of yis- 
ible decency, only trom the 
motive of perpetuating secu. 
tv, and is very imperiect in 
these. If he woes to the sanc- 
tuary il is only to comply 
with a custom to which he se¢s 
his neighbors conform ; he nel- 
ther prays, reads the word ol 
God, nor devotes aby ume to 
think of immortality —lruy 
this is a state of insensibility 
and inaction. 

The sleeping person doth no: 
foresee or use means to prevent 
an approaching evil; neither 
doth a slumbering: sinner appre 
hend the danger that awats 
him. When he hears te 
threatening “ if thou siancst 
thou shalt die,” what itis to de 
eternally, or that he is expascth 
to such an event, is far from Ms 
thoughts. If he hears it saicl 
that the wicked are exposed to 
great cvils, it doth not enter “n 
mind, that this is his own chat 
If perchance he visits 4 
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through — neighboriy compié 
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No danger is foreseen, therefore 
no provision is made for es- 
cape. 

further, Although the mind 
of the sleeping person, may 
not be laid in a state wholly qui- 
escent, It 1s, at best, but dream- 
ing, and js filled with a series of 
imaginations, which ere irratton- 
al, unconnected and unprofita- 
ble. Itis thus with the habit- 
ual sinner. However profitable 
for this world he may suppose 
all his thourhts to be, or how- 
ever agreeable they are to the 
principies of his heart, itis but 
dreamiag. For another world 
they are unprofitable, and tend 
nothing tolay up for himself those 
treasures, Which are durable 
riches and righteousness. They 


are naiconnected, neither meet-. 


iIngin the centre of duty, nor 
conducive to the practice of vir- 
tue which will result in glory. 
The imaginations of the evil 
man, when they are not brought 
mo some point by a present 
call of worldly gain or pleasure, 
are in the ends of the earth. 
They are irrational. For it 


‘18S 4 must unreasonable thing to 


disobey our Creator, slight our 
Redeemer, and meditate wholly 
on momentary trifles, while the 
Weight and the glory of eternity 
are forgotten. ‘The figure rep- 
resenting sinners by those who 
sleep istherefore,in everyrespect, 
Most just. They do not think 
on the subjects most interesting 
to them, for they are in a state of 
action and insensibility ; they 
Neither forsee, nor use means 
toavold the evils with which 
— are awaited ; neither is 
their conduct rational or profit- 
avdle.. 

The state of a dead body is, 
also, used in the holy scriptures, 


Von. J. No. 12. 
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asa still stronger image of the 
condition of secure and impeni- 
tent sinners. They have no 
knowledge ; no feeling ; no ap- 
prehensions that eternity with a 
disclosure of its awful events is 
before them. 

“ Weare dead in trespasses 
and sins.’—In the impenitent 
there is no principle of holiness 
and obedience, no love of God, 
or desire to promote his glory, 
no beginning of Christian affec- 
tion, no principle of the heart, 
which will prepare them to en- 
ter with joy into the kingdom 
of God. It is astate very often 
and very pertinently called spir- 
tual death; yea, reader, it 
leads to eternal death; forif we 
do not love God, and delight in 
serving him, it is not possible we 
should be happy in his king- 
dom ; and if we cannot be hap- 
py in his presence, we shall not 
wish to enter the mansions of 
peace, although its glorious gates 
are opened for our entrance. 
All this insensibility of sleep and 
death is found in thinking 
creatures, who esteem them- 
selves to berational. It is in 
direct violation of the law of 
God, and the most gracious in- 
vitations of the gospel. [very 
slumbering moment increases 
the guilt and danger. W hat 
say the scriptures ? “0 Awake 
thou that sleepest,and arise from 
the dead and Christ shall give 
thee light.” Those who awake 
shall nat only sce the folly of 
their past ways, and mourn 
therefor ; they shall not only 
turn from them to serve the 
Lord ; but also have the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of 
God. in the face of Jesus Christ. 
They shall see the moral beau- 
ty of the divine perfections ; 
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that God is glorious in holiness ; 
all his character is excellent ; 
and the enjoyment of him to be 
desired above all things. 

If the sleeping arise from the 
state, which is at present their 
danger, and continuing therein, 
must be their rein; they will 
find themselves infinitely more 
happy,than they ever were made 
by their sinful indulgences.— 
2 hey will find themselves bet- 
ter prepared to receive all the 
happiness which this world can 
give, for * godliness hath the 
promise of the life that now is, as 
well as of that which is to come.” 
“Lhey will find themselves made 
happy by the exercise of religion 
in this world. A peaceful con- 
science, a trust in God, a lively 
hope in his grace, to forgive 
their sins and imperfections ; 
delight in the duties of religion, 
and in the communion of saints, 
each of which the comfort 
of saints, are ingredients of hap- 
piness which no sinnner can 
call his own. The present com- 
forts of Christian piety are infi- 
nitely preferable to the plea- 
sures of sin; so, that if there 
were no State of existence to suc- 
ceed this life, still wisdom will 
be justified for the present peace, 
which she imparts toher friends. 

Godliness hath then the pro- 
mise of the hfe that now is, and 
surely, it hath the exclusive 
promise of the world to come. 
To those who awake from sieep, 
and arise from the dead, Christ 
will give eternal light and glory. 
And is not this, sinner, a sui- 
ficient motive to awake thee 
from thy sleep? Dost thou 
consider what eternity is ? What 
eternal joys and sorrows are? 
Dost thou reflect that thy own 
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well-being, in a very important | ordinances of it should 
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sensé, is placed in thine own 
hand ! God is a sovereign 
bestowment of his mercy 
thou must awake from thy s! 


in the 
> sulk 
leen, 
this 


mercy Wil not avail thee. May 


every siceping person hear the 


call, and may every dead sinner 
avise! If we refuse and rebel 
Wwe must reap that which we 
have sowed ; if we are obedient 
we shall sec life. 


meet > Se. 
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PART II. 
No. XVII. 
(Continued from p. 418.) 
The Tyjucal System Explained, 


F we attentively inspect the 
laws and ordinances prescri- 
bed for the Israelites by Moses, 
we shall perceive them to con- 
stitute a complete system of re- 
ligious institutions and regula- 
tions of life and practice, in per- 
ect harmony and order. A pat 
ticular city appointed as the seat 
of all the public and_ national 
exercises of religious devotlon— 
ordinances of divine service— 
persons consecrated to attend 
and perform them—and partict- 
lar seasons appropriated to the 
observance of them, constituuns 
an entire and complete religious 
system. This, it is the presem 
design to explain and apply . 
evangelical subjects. AS the 


Israelites were in the wilderness 
in an unsettled state, when Mo 
ses instituted the ritual system 


i ‘ty in which the 
the particular city in which ti 
be s0- 















place 
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lemnized was not appointed, but 
referred to future designation. 
They should be attended in the 
which the Lord should 
choose to faut his name there.— 
After they passed over Jordan, 


the tabernacle appears to have | 
been erected in Gilgal; but when} 


Joshua had subdued the kings of 
Canaan, and the Jand had rest 
from war, he and the whole con- 
gregation set itupin Shiloh, In 
this place it continued until the 
days of Eli—but the Psalmist 
observes, He refused the tabe- 


nacle of Joseph, and chose not} 


the tribe of Ephraim, but he 
chose the tribe of Judah, the 
mount Zion which he loved. 
This now became the city, pe- 
culiarly designated, as ihe seat 
of public worship for the holy 
nation of Israel—and we have, 

First, JERUSALEM and MOUNT 
Zion typical. 

Jerusalem was originally pos- 
sessed by an idolatrous king of 
Canaan, who was conquered by 
Joshua. The city was given to 
the tribes of Judah and Benja- 
min. But the mountain contig- 
uous toit was retained, and so 
strongly fortified by the Jebu- 
sites, that they considered it 
absoluiely tenable. According- 
ly when David assailed it with 
his army, his summons was re- 
jected with contempt. Never- 
theless David took the strong 
hold of Zion, fortified and adorn- 
ed it, made it his royal residence, 
and called it, Zhe city of David. 
This wasa type of the church. 
As Jerusalem received its par- 
ticular consideration and typical 
character from David the king 
of Israel, who also was an emi- 
nent type of Christ, it will be 
Most natural to explain this type 
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aus monarch, and we may pre- 
viously consider David a type of 
Christ. 

If we may consider David as 
atype of Christ in his family, 
being poor and despised, as 
Christ was the supposed son of 
Joseph, a carpenter—or in the 
eracefulness of his person, ruddy 
and fair to look upon, as Christ 
is fairer than the children of 
men—or in his pastoral life, as 
Christ is the good Shepherd— 
or in his discreet conduct, be- 
having himself wisely, as God’s 
servant dealt prudently—or in 
his exaltation from an afflicted 
and humble condition, to royal 
dignity and power, as from the 
form of a servant, God made his 
first born, higher than the kings 
of the earth—or in being de- 
serted and betrayed by his fa- 
miliar friend Ahitophel, as Christ 
was deserted and betrayed by 
Judas—or inslayingGoliath with 
a sling and stone, and cutting off 
his head with his own sword, as 
Christ overcame Satan, and tri- 
umphed over principalities and 
powers by the cross, the instru- 
ment they had devised for his 
destruction—yet these are not, 
perhaps, the most important 
respects in which David typified 
his Lord and Saviour. David 
appears to have been eminently 
a type of Christ, 

1. In being chosen to deliver 
God’s people from their enemies, 
and to give them the land of pro- 
mise in its whole extent. God 
made acovenant with Abraham, 
saying, Unto thy seed have I 
given this land from the river ot 
Egypt to the great river, the 
river Euphrates. But the land 
subdued by Joshua, and divided 
between the twelve tribes, was 
but a small part of their exten- 
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sive grant. ‘The other parts 
were possessed by the Syrians, 
Ammonites, Moabites and E- 
domites. Even in Canaan which 
was possessed by the twelve 
tribes, there were many of the 
native inhabitants, subjugated, 
but not expelled. These were 
vs thorns in their sides. Some- 
times they revolted,—obtained 
an ascendancy, and mightily op- 
pressed Israel. The Philistines, 
who possessed a great part of 
their sea-coast, were peculiarly 
inveterate andvexatious. Inthe 
days of Samuel and Saul, they 
reduced the Israelites to great 
distress. ‘Their distress and op- 
pression induced them to desire 
a king-who might go out before 
them, and fight their batiles, and 
God provided David, a man after 
his own heart, and chose him to 
feed Jacob his people, and Israel 
his inheritance. Being anoint- 
ed king over all Israel, the Lord 
God of hosts was with him 
whithersoever he went. He sub- 
dued his enemies on every side. 
The Philistines, Syrians, Am- 
monites, Moabites and Edomites, 
became David’s servants, and 
brought him gifts, aud Israel 
haa rest in all their cities, and 
sat under their vines and fig- 
trees, possessing the land which 
the Lord God had given to their 
fathers from the river of Egypt, 
to the river Euphrates. In him, 
therefore, we have an impres- 
sive type of Christ, the spiritual 
Davic, subduing the spiritual 
enemies of his church, emanci- 
pating it from their insults and 
cppressions, protecting it in the 
possession of its spiritual privi- 
leges, the peaceful and happy 
enjoyment of its premised bles- 
sings, first in its temporary and 
milleinial state on earth, end ul- 
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timately in ils glorified state in 
heaven. 

2. In the covenant of royalty 
which God made with hin chd 
his seed —God made a covenant 
with his chosen, and sware unto 
David his servant, Phy seed will 
I estabiish for ever, and build uD 
thy throne to all generations — 
This had immediate reference to 
the house of David according to 
the Nesh, and wus felilled in 
conunuing the royal power and 
authority in his family, until God 
rejected the seed of Israel from 
being his people 5; as the sceptre 
did not depart from Judah, vor 
alaw-giver from between his 
feet, until Shiloh came. In this 
we have a typical representation 
of that covenant which he made 
with Christ, when he swore ia 
his holiness that he would not 
lie unto this David. Christ is 
that king whom God hath set 
upon his holy hill of Zion, and 
to whom he hath said, Rule thou 
in the midst of thine enemies. 
Him hath he anointed and estab- 
lished king over his spiritual Is- 
racl for ever, and declared, that 
the enemy sheuld not exact up- 
on him, nor the son of wicked- 
ness afflict him through his vast 
and extensive reign. 

In David, therefore, taken 
from an humble ald obscure 
condition, anointed and confirm- 
ed hing over ali Israel, retalia- 
ling their insults and oppres- 
sions upon their enemies, and 
establishing them In the peacea- 
ble possession of the land which 
the Lord their God had given 
them, we virtually see Christ 
from a state of pecuhar abase- 
ment chosen and anointed king 


lover his church, avenging his 


elect of all their spiritual acver- 
sarics, extricating them from all 
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their injuries and insults, and 
giving them a peaceful and hap- 
py possession of all the privile- 
ges and blessings which he hath 
promised in that holy and ever- 
lasting covenant which he hath 
made with them. 

In the stipulated, perpetual 
royalty of David’s seed, we see 
the royalty, permanent and ev- 
erlasting reign of Christ, the 
true seed of David. We see 
Christ exalted to a_ celestial 
throne, exercisine power over 
allthings in heaven and earth, 
joyfully acknowledged by aii 
his true and loyal subjects, as 
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS, and reigning over the 
house of Jacob for ever.—We 
see him extending protection, 
peace and felicity, to all the sub- 
jects of his holy and eternal 
kingdom—and of the increase 
of his government and pcace 
there shall be noend. Zhe zeal 


2 e e { 
of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
Let us now consider Jerusalem | 


in connexion with David, the tl- 
justrious monarch of Israel— 
and, 

1. In David, dispessessing the 
Jebusites, and making their 
strong hold his royal city, we 
see Christ overcoming Satan, 
the strong man armed, and de- 
spoiling him of his goods, the 
church naturally holden by him 
at his will, and applying it to his 
own designs and use, erecting 
his royal pavilion, displaying 
his banners, and 


‘Here will I fix my gracious throne 

‘ And reign for ever, saith the Lord, 

‘Here shall my power and love be 
known, 

‘And blessings shall attend my 
word,’ 


2. In David regulating, forti- 
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fying, and embellishing Jerusa- 
lem, we see Christ regulating, 
securing and adorning the charch 
by his protecting power and hea- 
venly grace, with all the come- 
liness of a divine impression. 

3. In Jerusalem as the seat of 
divine worship, we see the 
church, the seat of sacred in- 
stitutions ; the word of the 
Lord going forth from it, and 
out of this Zion, the perfection 
of holy beauty, God making ad- 
mirable displays of his fulness 
and grace. 

4. In the order, beauty and 
strength of Jerusalem, we sce 
the order, gracefulness and se- 
curity of the church, beautiful 
as ‘Tirzah, more comely than 
the ancient Jerusalem, and pro- 
tected by those impregnable bar- 
riers, against which the gates of 
hell shall never prevail. 


‘ Let strangers walk around, 

‘ The city where we dwell, 

‘Compass and view thine holy 
ground, 

‘ And mark the building well. 

‘The orders of thy house, 

‘The worship of thy court, 

‘The cheertul songs, the solemr 
vows, 

‘And make a fair report. 

‘ Tow decent and how wise! 

‘ How giorious to behold! 

‘ Beyond the pomp that charms the 
eyes, 

« And rites adorn’d with gold.’ 


5. In Jerusalem populated and 
multiplied, we have the church 
increased to a great multitude 
which no man can number. 

6. In Jerusalem and mount 
Zion in their population, opu- 
lence, beauty, strength and glo- 
ry, we have, ultimately, the 
church in its glorified state, the 
new Jerusalem coming down 
from God out of heaven, having 
the glory of God, and lightened 


—— 



































































a 
esti 
a 
Daleguiiny 


* 2 


a a 
— 
De eae ~ 
St eee - at aa 
a0 ~ = 


- 


ae ae ot ep ; —aea = * 
~~ 


eS Bape Re 
Sn cdictennes ieeaeee ae 


—— -: ¥ s 
os en oF 
+ telah mS She ae 





462 FExpfianation of Scriptural Types. 


by the glory of God and the 
Lamb for ever and ever. 

Secondly, The TasBERNACLE 
typical. 

As we had in Jerusalem, and 
particularly in mount Zion, the 
city which God chose to put his 
name there, so we have the tab- 
ernacle as the immediate seat of 
all the exercises of religious 
worship ; and not less typical of 
evangelical subjects. God di- 
rected the Israelites, by Moses, 
to make him a sanctuary, that 
he might dwell among them ; 
giving particular directions res- 
pecting the dimensions and 
apartments, with all the utensils 
of it. For this the temple pro- 
posed by David ata future pe- 
riod, and built by Sciomon, 
was a substitute. Their form 
and use were the same. ‘They 
differed principally in their di- 
mensions, and the materials with 
which they were constructed.— 
The tabernacle was made of 
shittim, or the choicest cedar 
wood. The temple of costly 
stones. Each was inclosed by 
acourt, or yard. The taberna- 
cle, or the temple, was divided 
Into two parts, separated by a 
curtain, called the vail. The 
first apartment was called, The 
tent, and the tabernacle, of the 
congregation, and the sanctuary. 
Phe other was called, The holy 
of holies, the most holy place, 
and the oracie. To the taber- 
nacle and temple pertained a 
parucular apparatus, or furni- 
ture. Without, before the door, 
stood the brazen altar, on which 
were offered burnt offerings and 
sacrifices. Between the altar} 
and the door stood the laver, or 
vessel in which the priests wash- 
ed before they served at the al- 
tar, or went into the tabermacie 


[Dec, 


ortemple. Passing through the 
door from the east, Westward, 
on the right hand stood the vol 
den table of shew-bread, with 
its border and golden crown, and 
its twelve cakes, or loaves. On 
the leit, the golden candlestick, 
with its seven lamps: and in 
front, the golden altar of incense, 
before the entrance through the 
vail. Passing through the door, 
or curtain of the vail, in the holy 
of holies, stood the golden ark, 
with its golden crown, contain- 
ine the golden pot which had 
the manna, <Aaron’s rod _ that 
budded, and the tables of the 
covenant. Upon this lay the 
miercy-seat, as a lid or cover; 
upon the mercy-seat were the 
two cherubims of glory, shadow- 
ing the mercy-seat with their 
wings, and between these, the 
Shekinah, or symbol of the di- 
vine presence. 

Shall we consider the taberna- 
cle a type of the human body? 
For this are not the words of the 
apostle some support? If our 
earthly houses of these taberns- 
cles be dissolved —Knowing that 
I must shortly put off this taber- 
nacle—If the tabernacle were 
a representation of the human 
body, will not the furniture re- 
present the various faculties of 
the mind, which, sanctiied by 
the Holy Spirit, as the taberna- 
cle did, form a residence for the 
blessed God, as Christ hath said, 
If aman love me he will keep 
my words, and my Father will 
love him, and we will come 
unto him and make our abode 
with him. However we decide 
upon this, the scriptures plainly 
direct us to consider the taber- 
| nacle, or its substitute, the tem- 
ple, as a type, 
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1, Of the human body of 
Christ. 


Christ said to the Jews, De- } 


stroy this temple, andin three 
days I will raise it up. He 
spake of the temple of his body. 
In the cunning workmanship of 
the tabernacle and temple, we 
have an impressive represcnta- 

tion of the wonderful mechinery 
and curious texture of Christ’s 
humanity, the receptacle of that 
divinity which dwelt in him bo- 
dily. The tabernacle and tem- 
ple, the residence of the She- 
kinah, of the glory of the Lord, 

stand forth impressive emblems 
of the humanity and divinity of 
Christ, of the Word made flesh 
and dwelling among us, full of 
grace and truth. As in the tab- 
ernacle and temple, the Isracl- 
ites saw the glory of the Lord ; 
so in the human body of Christ, 
the abode of divine fulness,Chris- 


tians see the Jight of the know-| 


ledge of the glory of God. The 
tabernacle or temple, what 
an instructive representation of 
our glorious IMMANUEH, God 
dwelling in the flesh !—And as 
the tabernacle, or temple, was 
the seat of all intercourse be- 
tween God and Israel, so is the 
humanity of Christ the medium 
of all communication between 
God and his people—We have 
the tabernacle a type, 

2. Of the Christian church. 

Of this the apostle hath as- 
sured us in his address to the 
Corinthians. Ye are the temple 
of God, as God hath said, I 
Will dwell in them and walk in 
them. The tabernacle was con- 
structed of the choicest wood, 
the temple of costly stone, and 
the church of the richest ma- 
terials, of saints, enriched and 
adorned with the grace of God. 


Scriptural Types. 468 


The boards of the tabernacle 
and the stones of the temple 
were prepared for their place, 
| before they were applied to their 
-use 3; and the materials of the 
rchurch are sanctified by the 
‘Spirit, and furnished with gifts 
and grace before they are added 
to the spiritual temple. The 
junction of the boards of the 
tabernacle by their loops and 
taches, or rings and hooks, aptly 
represents the union of the 
various members of the church 
by mutual and kind affection, 
their hearts being knit together 
in Jove. ‘The tabernacle and 
temple were erected for a visi- 
ble, temporary residence of the 
ereat Jehovah ; and the church 
is formed for an eternal habita- 
tion of God through the Spirit. 
Ultimately, 

3S. The tabernacle and temple 
were types of heaven. 

This the apostle hath inti- 
mated in observing, that Christ 
hath not entered into the holy 
places made with hands, the 
figures of the true, but into 
heaven itself ; and another apos- 
tle, in an clegant descriptton of 
the heavenly state, by observing, 
that the tabernacle of God was 
with men, and he would dwell 
with them and be their God. 
In the tabernacle and temple, 
and God dwelling in them, we 
have, consequently, an august 
and glowing representation of 
heaven, and God residing in it 
as his eternal habitation. 

To the tabernacle and temple 
appertained a variety of uten- 
sils constituting an apparatus, 
or furniture, necessary for per- 
forming the service, and adapted 
to aid religious devotion in 
them. These had their particu- 
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lar significancy, and merit an 
individual explanation. 

Types appendages to the tem- 
ple. 

These will most naturally be 
considered in the order in which 
they stood, or the places they 
occupied in the sacred edifice. 

§. The brazen altar. 

This was an important article 
in the tabernacle and temple. It 
was made of shittim, or the 
finest cedar-wood, and overlaid 
with brass. It had four horns 
at the four corners of it, and 
stood before the door of the tab- 
ernacle. ‘This was called of 
God himsclf, an altar most holy. 
It sanctified every thing which 
touched it, the sacrifices which 
were burnt, and the gifts which 
were laid upon it, and was the 
refuge and protection of male- 
factors who fled tort. ‘That this 
had an evangelical sienilicancy, 
the apostle intimated in observ- 
ing, that Christians had an aitar 
of which they had no right to 
eat who served the tabernacle ; 
evidently referring to Christ 
as the great antitype of the 
Jewish altar. This primarily 
represented Christ, the pcrson- 
age who appeared to the pro- 
phet as a man of brass, and to 
the apostle with feet of fine 
brass, as though they burned in 
afurnace. May we not consider 
this altar, which supported the 
offerings laid upon it, composed 
of brass, a metal firm and dura- 
ble, and of all metals the most ca- 
pable of enduiing the fire, a re- 
presentation of that divinity 
which only was capable of sus- 
taining the humanity of Christ, 
under those agonizing sufferings 
by which he made his soul an 
offering for sin—as that altar on 
Which his humanity was sacri- 
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ficed as the victim, when he was 
made sin tor us that we might 
be the righteousness of Gog 
inhim? As the altar sanctified 
the eilts which were Jaid upon 
it, so the divinity of Christ rave 
virtue end merit to his human- 
ity, body and seul. Did the 
shape of the altar, four square, 
the embiemr of stability, de- 
note the Immutability of his 
person, and the four horns, the 
embiem of power, the perpetu- 
ally and universally availing efii- 
cacy Of bis atonement ~The 
brazen, was the only national al- 
tar, and Chiist is the only sacri- 
fice for srn— The sacred fire was 
perpetually preserved on the 
brazen altar, and the merit of 
Christ Is ever virorous and effi- 
cacious to procure the pardon of 
sin—The altar protected those 
who fled to it, and Christ pro- 
tects all those who fice to him 
for refuge—from avenging jus- 


tice. “Turn, therefore, to your 
strong hold, ye prisoners of 
hope. 


2. The brazen laver. 

Next to the brazen altar, we 
may consider the brazen laver, 
or vessel in which the priests 
washed when they served at the 
altar, or went into the temple. 
It stood between the altar and 
the tabernacle. This iaver was 
probably a small vessel, but the 
laver of the temple was so capa- 
cious, that it was termed, a mol- 
ten sea. This was filled with 
waler, and the priests were re- 
quired to wash in it when they 
served at the altar, or went into 
the tabernacle on the penalty of 
death. This vessel, in the He- 
brew ritual, was very significant. 
It evidently represented that 
fountain which is opened for 
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habitants of Jerusalem to wash 
in from sin and uncleanness, the 
blood of Christ-which cleanseth 
from all sin.zThe laver was 
consecrated to ‘its appointed use, 
and Christ was consecrated to 
the priesthood for ever more.— 
The laver was a pure vessel, and 
so represented him who was ho- 
ly; harmless and undefiled, and 
his ability to present all who are 
in him, spotlessand unreprovable 
before the throne of God’s glory. 
The laver of the temple, from 
its great capacity, may represent 
the iniinite fulness and sufficien- 
cy of Christ, as a propitiation 
for the sins of the whole world. 
The brazen laver, and the wash- 
ing of the priests in it, was pe- 
culiarly significant with respect 
to the evangelical ministry. It 
denoted, that they should be 
clean who bear the vessels of 
the Lord. That the evangelic- 
al ministry, as the Jewish priest- 
hood, should be purified by the 
washing of regeneration, and 
the renewing of the Holy Ghost. 
That all who present spiritual 
sacrifices to God, should be 
sanctified by the washing of water 
with the word, The multiplied 
washings of the priests implied 
renewed imperfections, and sug- 
gest the necessity of renewed ap- 
plication for pardon and cleans- 
ing, to the blood: ‘of sprinkling 
which speaketh better things 
than the blood of ‘Abel. 

S. The golden table. 

Passing through the door of 
the tabernacle from east to west, 
we have on the right hand, the 
golden table, or the table of 
shew-bread, composed of cedar 
and gold, with a border of an 
hand breadth and a golden crown 
on the edge of it round about. 
On this were placed twelve 
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cakes, or loves of bread, in two 
rows, six in arow, and on these 
was laid frankincense, intima- 
ting, that they were as a sweet 
smelling savor to God. These 
were to be renewed every sab- 
bath morning, and the bread re- 
moved eaten by the priests in 
the holy place. 

Did not this golden table, 
with its royal crown and nutri- 
tious food, designedly represent 
the royal dignity of Jesus Christ, 
and the royal bounty with which 
he satiates the weary souls of 
his fainting people ? On this ta- 
ble were placed loaves of bread, 
the great support of human life, 
and Christ isthe true bread which 
cometh down from heaven, of 
which if a man eat he shall never 
die. This bread was made of fine 
flour and Christ is the richest, 
purest food of the soul. The loa- 
ves were continually before the 
Lord, and Christ for his people 
is continually in the presence of 
God. They were twelve; an- 
swering to all the tribes of Israel, 
and in Christ is bread enough 
and to spare. They were re- 
newed every sabbath morning, 
and Christ, the bread of life, is 
to be exhibited by his word and 
institution, for the entertainment 
of his people, from sabbath ta 
sabbath. ‘They were eaten only 
by the priests, and Christ is re- 
ceived as the bread of life, only 
by believers, the royal priest- 
hood, the holy nation —The 
loaves may also represent the 
church of Christ, which is one 
bread. They were twelve, ac- 
cording to the twelve tribes of 
Israel, the representation of the 
whole Israel of God, the church. 
They were placed in two rows, 
and the church consisting of ma- 
ny members possessed of divers 
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sified gifts and graces, exists in 
the most exact order and come- 
ly proportion. The loaves 
Were not always continued, but 
some were superseded by others, 
and the church exists in succes- 
sion; one generation passeth 
away, and another cometh alter 
it—The loaves which were re- 
moved, became the property of 
the priests in the holy place, 
and ministers and saints who are 
not suffered to continue by rea- 
son of death, become the inheri- 
tance of Christ in holy places 
not made with hands, eternal i 
the heavens. 

4. The eolden candlestick. 

As on entering the taberna- 
cle, we have the golden table 
of shew bread on the right hand, 
so we have the golden candle- 
stick on the left. This was 
made of beaten gold. It consis- 
ted ofa main stock, or shaft in 
the middie, with three branches 
on each side, and each branch 
had three bowls decorated with 
a knop and a flower. It had also 
tongs and snuff dishes, the ne- 
cessary utensils, for removing 
the snuff and preserving the 
light pure andclear. This was 
supplied with pure oil of olive, 
and lighted every evening and 
morning when incense was burnt 
on the golden altar. 

If we may consider the golden 
candlestick as a represeniation 
of the superior excellence of 


_Ghrist Jesus, whois as the most 


fine gold, and his seven lamps 
of the integrity and perfection 
ofthe true light which light- 
eth every man which cometh 
into the world—and the pure oil 
an emblem of that spirit of grace 
and holiness which was given 
him without measure—and the 
tabernacle in which it stood, an 
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emblem of the church, and cop- 
sequently the whole as a glowing 
representation of Christ, the 
truc light, shining in the church, 
and illuminating it with the 
knowiedye ot the glory of Ged, 
which is eternal life, and the 
church acknowledging him as 
the lamp which lightens her 
darkness—Yet the vision of 
the apostle directs us more ¢s- 
pecially to consider this solden 
candlestick as representing the 
Christian church. The candis- 
stick was made of pure, beate 

gold, and the church is constitu- 
ted of the richest miaitcrials, 
formed by the heavenly architect 
to be as a city set on an hill, by 
the purity of her doctrines and 
the sanctity of her life, to give 
light to all the world—As the 
candlestick receives the light 
aud diiuses it around, so the 
‘church receives light from 
Christ, and communicates it to 
others—The various branches, 
united to one common stock 
or shaft, and forming one entire 
instrument, denote the various 
branches of the church, united 
to one common head, and form- 
ing one holy society, a glorious 
church—T he knops and flowers, 
represent fair and beauteous pro- 
fessions and excellent fruits—as 
the tongs and snuff dishes, the 
holy discipline, which removes 
errors in doctrine and vices 1n 
life, those obstacles and blemish- 
‘es which deform the church, and 
prevent the salutary influence ot 
its light and fruit, and prepare 1t 
to give light, likeacandle ina can- 
dlestick, to all in the world, and 
the pure oil, those influences of 
the Holy Spirit, or that grace of 
God which vivifies and invigo- 
rates the Christian profession, 
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works of righteousness which 
are to the glory of God.—If we 
refer trimming the lamps to 
Christ, it signifies his constant 
cure by instruction, ¢ iscipline 
and reproof to remove imper- 
fections and blemishes from the 
church, thatshe may look forth 
as the morning, having neither 
spot nor wrinkle,and mature her 
elits and graces—If "sl the 
trimming of the lamps and sup- 
plying them with oil by the 
pricsts, to Christian ministers, it 
denotes, by them, the exercise 
and application of that discipline 
which Christ hath instituted to 
remove scandals from the 
church, preserve its purity and 
regulate its holy conversation, 
that in all respects, 1t may cor- 
respond with the typical pattern 
which was given in the mount. 
5. The golden altar of incense. 
Entering the tabernacle, 
sanctuary, as we have the —e 
table of shew-bread on the 
right hand, and the golden can- 
dlestick on the left, so we have 
the golden altar of incense in 
the front. This was four square, 


with four horns, constructed of 


cedar boards, overlaid with pure 
gold, and decorated with a gol- 
den crown. While the brazen 
altar, at the door of the taberna- 
cle, was appropriated to burnt 


offerings and sacrifices, this was 


reserved solely for incense—(a 


composition of sweet spices with | 


frankincense) which was to be 
offered upon it every morning 
and evening.—This altar with 
its incense represented the effi- 
cacious merit and acceptable in- 
tercession of our glorious high 
priest Christ Jesus. Its golden 
crown with four horns, the royal 
dignity of his person, and his 
power with God, or the preva- 
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lence ofhisintercession. Itsshape 
foursquare, and having four cor- 
ners might respect the four quar- 
ters of the world, and signify that 
access might be had to him from 
all the ends of the earth—The 
horns of this altar were to be 
sprinkled with the blood of the 
oifcrings with which atonement 
was made for sin, intimating 
that the efficacy of Christ’s me- 
rits, and the prevalence of his 
intercession, are derived from 
his atoning blood.—The incense 
which was burned upon it, and 
diffused a fragrant pe fume, re- 
presented the merits of Christ, 
as a sacrifice, of a sweet smelling 
savor to God, acceptable and 
pleasing in his sight, and as 
there was no access to this altar, 
vut by the altar of burnt offering, 
there is no interest In his inter- 
cession, but by faith in his atone- 
ment—~While the priests burnt 
incense, the people stood pray- 
ing without, and the merits and 
intercession of Christ must ever 
attend, and give efficacy and suc- 
cess to the prayers of the saints. 
This incense might not be im- 
itated, nor applied to any other 
use ; and God will not admit any 
substitute, nor tolerate a misap- 
plication, or perversion of the 
merits of his Son—Incense was 
to be burned upon this altar 
morning and evening, intimae 
ting, that, morning and evening, 
the prayers of God’s people 
should come before him as in- 
cense, and the lifting up of their 
hands as the evening sacrifice, 
which presented in the name, 
and through the merits of Christ, 
will be acceptable and find audi- 
ence with him. 
Lastly. The ark and the 
mercy-seat. 


Passing by the golden altar, 
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and through the curtain, or door 
of the vail, which separated the 
holy from the most holy place, 
we enter the holy of holies, and 
we have before us, the ark of 
the covenant overlaid with gold, 
with its golden crown, in which 
were the golden pot that had the 
manna, Aaron’s rod which bud- 
ded, and the tables of the cove- 
nant. On this was the mercy- 
seat, and upon this the cheru- 
bims of glory, shadowing it with 
their wings, and between these, 
the Shekinah, or visible symbol 
of the divine presence.—And 
are not these highly significant 
and instructive ‘—Are not the 
tables of the covenant highly 
expressive of that perfectly 
righteous and eternal law, ac- 
cording to which God exercises 
an invariable government thro’ 
his extensive, his universal do- 
minions ? Is not the mercy-seat 
a designed representation of that 
throne of grace, from which he 
dispenses mercy? or the glo- 
rious gospel? Are not the cheru- 
bims upon it, the visible em- 
blems of the holy angels, the 
ministers of his holy kingdom, 
sent forth to minister to the 
heirs of salvation? Docs not 
their situation, their faces to- 
wards the mercy-seat, and to- 
wards one another, denote the 
intensity and admiration with 
which they investigate the meth- 
ods of God’s government and 
grace, and their wings stretched 
out, the promptitude and activi- 
ty with which they execute the 
mandates of their glorious sove- 
reign. Is not Aaron’s rod that 
budded, the visible symbol of 
Christ’s efficacious and perpetu- 
al priesthood ? And the golden 
pot which had the manna, an 
impressive emblem of the nutri- 
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tious and delicious food which 
will for ever invigorate and re. 
fresh the citizens of the new 
Jerusalem,God’s holy hill, Zion ? 
The holy of holies, the ark of 
the covenant, the mercy-seat, 
the cherubims stretching out 
their wings, the golden pot, 
Aaron’s rod, and the pillar of 
cloud and fire, what a glowing 
and impressive representation of 
heaven itself, and God on the 
throne ? 

Shall we then admire that 
God’s tabernacles were so amia- 
ble to the pious heart of the de- 
vout Psalmist ? that he loved the 
habitation of his house, the place 
where his honor dwells? and 
that he desired one thing of the 
Lord, which he would seek after, 
that he might dwell in his house 
all the days of his life, to behold 
the beauty of the Lord, and in- 
quire in his temple ? 

Thetype is now explained, 
the vail of the temple removed, 
the new and living way to the 
holiest opened, the mysteries of 
it disclosed, and how august and 
impressive the scene! What 
sublime and interesting objects 
address our astonished and ad- 
miring eyes ! In the temple and 
its apparatus, have we not God, 
and his whole administration, the 
law and gospel in miniature, and 
heaven as it were, sprinkled with 
the blood, and perfumed with 
the merits of Jesus ! And being 
thus come, not to the mount 
which might be touched, and 
that burned with fire, nor to 
blackness, and darkness andtem- 
pest ; but to mount Zion, and 
the city of the liying God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem and to an 
innumerable company of angels; 
to God the Judge of all, and to 
Jesus the Mediator of the new 
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covenant—let us draw near with 
true hearts, having grace to serve 
God acceptably, with reverence 
and godly fear—For our God is 
a consuming fire. 


Fens seme esinita at ietilisistitiRiaat state 





Religious Intelligence. 


A STANDING rule of the 
Synod of New-York and New- 
Jersey is to spend a certain por- 
tion of their time, at their stated 
meetings, in hearing from each 
of their members a summary 
account of the state of religion 
in the congregations and neigh- 
borhood to which they belong. 
The following is a summary 
statement of the result of this 
conversation at their late ses- 


sion in Newark, October, 
1808. 
“The Synod heard from 


cach of their members an ac- 
count of the state of religion 
within their bounds, from which 
itappears that during the last 
year, there have been in many 
of their Churches, extraordina- 
ry revivals of Religion, and 
greater numbers added to the 
Church than in many years 
past. 

“ These revivals of religion 
have been most remarkable 
within the bounds of the presby- 
tery of New-York. ‘There the 
kingdom of Satan appears to 
have been greatly shaken ; com- 
binations against religion have 
been destroyed; prayer mee- 
tings onthe Sabbath morning, 
for the purpose of imploring 
the presence and blessing of 
God on the public ordinances of 
his house ; and religious socie- 
ties on other days have been es- 
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tablished in many places, and 
well attended. Many persons, 
grossly immoral in their con- 
duct, and some distinguished 
for their zeal in promoting deis- 
tical principles have been arres- 
ted by the influence of the Spir- 
it, and hopefully converted — 
The graces ofthe peopie of God 
appear to have been guicken- 
ed—-a spirit of prayer poured 
out upon them, and the number 
of praying people greatly increa- 
sed.—During the year past, 
within the bounds of that pres- 
bytery, more than eleven hun- 
dred persons have been added 
tothe communiocn of the church, 
the greater proportion of them 
are youlg persons—-Phe distin- 
guished doctrines of race, as 
recognized in the confession of 
faith of our church, have been 
remarkably acknowledged and 
rejoiced in by the subjects of 
this work. 

*“ In the bounds of the other 
presbyteries belonging to the 
Synod appearances are flatter- 
ing. In some congregations in 
ihese presbyteries there are 
pleasing revivals, and through- 
out them generally the preach- 
ing of the word is heard with 
avidity, the vacant congrega- 
tions ere anxious to be supplied 
With pastors, and there appears 
to be an increasing attenuon to 
the things of religion. 

« Vhroughout our bounds 
renerally catechetical instruction 
has been particularly attended 
to, and appears to have produ. 
ced happy effects. We rejoice 
that the fervor felt during the 
revivals hasbeen unaccompanied 
with any preguilar sallics of en- 
thusiasm. Itis also worthy of 
notice and gratitude, that a far 
greater number of young men 
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¢han usual are now preparing 
for the ministry; and among 
the youths who have been sub- 
jects of these revivals, many 
have it in view in the same way 
to consecrate themselves to the 
service of their Redeemer. 

« From one of our brethren 
in Connecticut, sitting~as a cor- 
respondent with us, the p!easing 
intelligence was received of re- 
vivals in many parts of that 
state. 

‘‘ For these mercies we desire 
humbly to praise the great Head 
of the church, and unite our 
fervent petitions to our exalted 
Redeemer, that he would not 
take from us his Holy Spirit, but 
cause the influences of iis grace 
to descend on our churches as 
rain upon the mown grass, and 
as showers that water the earth ; 
that his kingdom may come, 
and the whole earth may be fil- 
Jed with his glory, Amen.” 

N.B. The Synod of New- 
York and New-Jersey consists 
of four Presbyteries, viz. Long- 
Ysland, Hudson, New-York and 
New-Brunswick. 


eat o> ee 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


REV. SIRy 

IN June last, Isent toyou a 
brief account of the origin of are- 
vival of religion in this town, 
and of its progress to that time, 
which was published in your 
Magazine for July. I now send 
you a further account of the revi- 
val, Which you will publish if you 
think best. I do not make this 
communication because there is 
any thing uncommon attending 
the awakening in this place, ei- 
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ther as regards the numbers 
wrought upon, or the raanner in 
which they are affected ; but he. 
cause [think that whenevey God 
sees fit to send hisSpivit into any 
place, his merciful and Rae 
clous interposition should be Ce 
knowledged, and published. tg 
the world. ‘To the friends of ‘Zit 
on, no information is more plea. 
sing than that of the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, though but few new sub» 
jects, comparatively, be added 
to that kingdom. I flatter my- 
self, therefore, that by offering 
the following remarks for publi- 
cation, I shall not be thought to 
attach an undue degree of im- 
portance to the work of Gud 
now carrying on among us, 
Yours respectfully, 
AN INHABITANT OF HARTFORD, 
Nov. 25th, 1808. 


Revival of Religion in Hartford. 
(Continued from p. 267.) 


THE present attention to re- 
ligion in this place commenced, 
as is mentioned in a former 
number of this Magazine, to- 
wards the close of last winter. 
It continued to increase gradu- 
ally till about the first of May, 
when there was a suspension of 
the work for a few weeks ; du- 
ring which there were few new 
instances of awakening, and our 
meetings were attended by a 
Jess number than had been the 
case before. The friends of re- 
ligion began to fear, that God 
was about to withdraw his Spirit, 
and that the people, who had 
appeared to have a hearing e2r, 
would soon revert to their for- 
mer carelessness: But the be- 
ginning of June, God remem: 
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bered mercy, avain revived his 
work, and dispelled the gloomy 
forebodiaes of his fiends. For 
a considerable time, there were 
frequent displays of the — 
and grace of God, in the awak- 
ening, conviction, and conver- 
sion of SINNEYS 5 a nd a number 
were hopeiuily brougit to know 
and love the truth as it is 
in Jesus. During this peri- 
od, our meetings were as fre- 
quent, and attended by as 
great numbers as they had ever 
been. In August and Sepiem- 
ber, the work seemed again to 
decline ; andto the animating 
hope, which had cheered the 
hearts of God’s pecple, succee- 
deda fear that the day of his 
gracious visitation was speedily 
to terminate. Once more, how- 
ever, a merciful God was better 

to us than our fears foreboded. 
In October, and the beginning 
of the present monthwwe were 
reireshed with a third shower 
of divine grace. Again our 
meetings filled up ;—again we 
heard the anxious inquiry, what 


~shali Il do to be saved ?—again 


the friends of the Redeemer 
were delighted by beholding new 
trophies of his victorious grace. 
From the best information 
which I can collect, I fear this 
third shower is nearly ended; 
and whether we shail be blessed 
with another is known only to 
him who knows ail things. 
From the past experience which 
we have had of the loving kind- 
ness of the Lord, there is ground 
to hope, that he has mercy yet 
in store for us; while the lan- 
guor, which seems to have per- 
vaded the hearts of many pro- 
fessors, gives reason to fear, 
that God, in righteous judg- 
ment, 
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special influences of his Spirit, 
and leave those who are yet 
secure in sin to taste the fruit of 
their own misdoings. May all 
the friends of Zion amongst us 
be animated to renewed zeal 
and fervor! May they wrestle 
like Jacob, and prevail like Is- 
racl! Beholding and commise- 
rating the state of sinners, may 
they be fervent and importunate 
in their prayers, to him with 
whom is the residue of the spir- 
it, that he would once more be 
gracious unto us, and give us to 
sce many sinners compenten 
from the error of their ways ! 
And while they pray for renew- 
ed tokens of his love, it becom- 
es them to thank God for what 
he has already done.. 

Since the beginning of May 
last, there have been added to 
the two Presbyterian churches 
in this city about one hundred 
and twenty persons, besides se- 
veral who are now propounded 
for admission ; there are like- 
wise a number more who appear 
to have been brought to rejoice 
in the light of divine truth, and 
who will probably soon make a 
public profession of religion— 
Of those who have obtained a 
hope much the greater number 
are persons in early life. God 
has, however, in his sovereign 
sood pleasure, taken some in 
mid life, and sdlied a few ata 
more advanced period, even at 
the eleventh hour. 

Though there have been no 
recent Instances of awakening, 
that have come to my know- 
ledge, there are still the same 
number of meetings as former- 
ly ; anda large number of peo- 
ple, particularly of youth, are 
still disposed to assemble for 
religious worship, on those cve- 
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nings when their necessary du- 
ties in life permit them to lay 
aside their ordinary business. 
May that God, who contiunes 
to give a hearing ear, give also 
an understanding heart ! It de- 
serves also to be mentioned, that 
the awakening has had a degree 
of influence upon many, who 
have not thought themselves 
particularly impressed. 
gion has become a topic of con- 
versation, and is spoken of as 
of great importance, In circles 
where, but a few months since, 
it would have been almost con- 
sidered a breach of politeness to 
introduce the subject. A spirit 
of dissipation, so common in 
Jarge places, has been evidently 
checked. There 1s reason also 
to believe that many have ex- 
perienced divine influences, who, 
for various reasons, have been 
restrained from associating with 
those known to be awakened, 
and who have communicated 
their feelings only to a few par- 
ticular friends. Lhis is not a 
mere conjecture ; several such 
instances have recently come to 
my knowledge. 

In my former communication, 
I gave a general account of the 
views and exercises of the sub- 
jects of this work. The de- 
scription then given will apply 
to those who have been since 
wrought upon; though, so far 
as my observation has extend- 
ed, I think that those under 
conviction have not generally 
been so deeply distressed ; nor 
have those who have obtain- 
ed a hope experienced such 
lively joys as the first subjects 
of the work. Ido not, however, 
consider this as any evidence, 
that the latter have not experi- 


' enced as genuive a workof grace 
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on their hearts as the former. 
Religious affections are to be 
judged of by their nature, not 
by the degree to which they 
arise. 

As was to be expected, the 
work has met with opposition. 
Had it not been opposed, it 
would have wanted one evidence 
of being a real work of God 
But as yet nothing has taken 
} place lo give opposers any just 
erounds of offence. A remark- 
able degree of order and reeu- 
larity has prevailed; and though 
there have been large collections 
of young people, almost every 
evening in the week, for several 
months, they have conducted 
with a degree of propricty and 
decorum which could hardly 
have been expected. Opposers 
have anticipated evil, and ex- 
claimed with bitterness arainst 
evening mectings ; but their ex- 
pectations have been defeated, 
and their bitter reproaches shown 
!tobe groundless. It ought to be 
noticed with peculiar gratitude, 
to him who rules king in Zion, 
that he has restrained the sub- 
jects of this awakening from 
those improper excesses, which 
sometimes accompany revivals ; 
and from those enthusiastic 
flights, and imaginary impulses, 
which have a tendency to bring 
a reproach upon experimental 
religion ; and also that he has 
suffered so few, who professed 
to be awakened, to wound the 
cause by drawing back to care- 
less security in sin. 

The great order and regular- 
‘ity which have prevailed in all 
our meetings, and the decorum 
observable in those who have 
attended, while going to and re- 
turning from meeting, are the 
more remarkable from the con- 
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sideration, that so great a pro- 
portion were young persons ; 
and from youth so much stability 
is not to be expected as from 
those in riper years. To sce 
such numbers of our youth lay- 
ing aside the vain amusements, 
to which the young are in gene- 
ral so strongly attached, affords 
an incontestible evidence of the 
reality of religion ; and the zeal 
and engagedness, which they 
have manifested in the cause of 
the Redeemer, may justly re- 
proach many of their seniors for 
their luke-warmness and indif- 
ference. When I contemplate 
upon the manner in which these 
young persons, many of whom 
had been suffered, by these who 
had the care of their education, 
toremain in agreat degree ig- 
norant of the. doctrines and du- 
ties of religion, have been awak- 
ened and guided by the Spirit of 
God, I am ready to say with 
Elibu, “ who teacheth like 
him '” Indeed, in the com- 
mencement, and through the 
whole progress of this work, 
may be seen many marks of the 
wisdom and sovereignty, as well 
as of the mercy and grace of 
him, who worketh all things ac- 
cording to the counsel of his 
will. “ This cometh from the 
Lord of hosts, who is wonder- 
ful in counsel, and excellent in 
working.” 

I am iniormed that thie revival 
still continues in West-Hart- 
ford, but am net able to men- 
tion any particulars concerning 
the workthere. In East-Hartford, 
also, there has been for several 
months an awakening; as is 
the case likewise in many other 
places. From information re- 
ceived from various parts of 
the country, I am induced to 
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|believe that there have been 
more instances of awakening 
and hopeful conversion, in this 
country, within the last eigh- 
teen months, than in any period 
of the same length for upwards 
of half a century. «May all 
the glory be given to him to 
whom it is due ; and may he 
ride forth upon the chariot of 
his word, conquering and to 
conquer ! 
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FROM THE PHILADELPHIA EVAN? 
GELICAL INTELLIGENCER. 


Mr. Epiror, 


THE establishment of a Bible 
Society having long been a favor- 
rite object of many persons in 
this country, a gentleman of this 
city addressed a communication 
relative thereto to his friend in 
London. In reply the following 
letter, accompanted with a dona- 
tion, conditioned on the estab- 
lishment of such a society, has 
lately been received. 


London, 24th June,1808, 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


THE receipt of your es- 
teemed favor of the 12th Octo. 
ber last year, afforded me pecu- 
liar pleasure, and I desire to re- 
joice in the opening prospect of 
a Bible Society being established 
in the United States. What 
time is so auspicious as the pre- 
sent! When uncertainty and 
disappointment are particularly 
stamped on worldly undertak- 
ings, when commerce in ever 
channel is interrupted, and when 
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tottering tothcir foundation, sure- 
fy Chiistians are loudly called 
upon to look around and con- 
sider the part which they have 
to act in such circumstances ; 
and can there be a question that 
it is to promote, with increasing 
zeal the interests of that spirit- 
ual kinedom which is righteous- 
ness, joy and peace in the Holy 
Ghost. 

The spread of the holy scrip- 
tures is undoubtedly the means 
best adapted to promote this 
valuable end, the means which 
has already beer greatly blessed, 
and on which a divine blessing 
may still be contidently expect- 
ed. But in such an undertaking 
great difficulties may be looked 
for ; on such occasions the great 
adversary of souls Is never in- 
active, being always alive to his 
interest amongst men, and per- 
haps never more so than when 
any good work is contemplated 
on an extensive scale. Yet I 
trust itis the Lord’s work, and 
he will not suffer it to fail, but 
grant a spirit of unton amongst 
Christians of all denominations, 
and crown it with an abundant 
blessing. 

In the event of such a socie- 
ty being formed, I have no 
dopbt that the sum of 100/. ster- 
ling would be obtained by way 
of assistance from the Bible So- 
ciety here ; and the application 
would be made with pleasure if 
it be wished ; indeed such an 
intimation has, I understand, 
been given to the Rey. Mr. Cod- 
maan of Boston, who left London 
in the spring for that place. 

By captain Otto you will re- 
celye a small packet sontainine 
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the last report of the Bible So. 
clety, that of the ne wly establish. 
ed Penitentiary, &c., which will 
I hope be acceptable to you, and 
particularly the Baptist Mission- 
ary report, if you have notal- 
ready seen it ; in many papers 
it appears legibly inscrived 


“Go on and prosper, for the Lordis: 
with you.” 


The interruption which the 
work is suffering of late, must 
be a trial of Christian fortitude 
and confidence ; but how won- 
derfuily are circumstances, ap- 
parently adverse, overruled for 
abundant good ! Be it then our 
consolation that our God reign- 
eth, and that he does all things 
well. Iam, my dear sir, your 
affectionate friend. 

Should the Bible Society be 
formed you will do me the fa- 
vor to contribute 20 dollars as 
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a donation on my behall. 


Note... The fourth report of 
the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety will be published next 
month. 


IxrorMmarion has been recciv- 
ed that a general revival of 
religion among all denominations 
of Christians has taken place in 
England. The particulars of 
this important news have not yet 
been received. We hope to ob- 
tain them speedily, and most ear- 
nestly desire that they may equal, 
nay, exceed the general account. 
The temple of the Lord 1s build~ 
ing in troublesome times. 
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A Missionary Hymn. 


“ Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 


of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : Teaching them 
to observe all things, whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo ! £ 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 


Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 


YE sacred Heralds of the Lord! 

Go, at your Master’s high command, 
And bear the blessings of his word, 

To every distant heathen land. 


To rescue man from endless woe, 
Jesus descended from above, 

And, veil’d in mortal flesh below, 
Paid the rich price of saving love. 


While wandering through this vale of tears, 
He had not where to lay his head, 

Deep sorrow mark’d his passing vears, 
For man he fasted, pray’d and bled. 


See, a long train of Adam’s race, 

Deep plung’d in guilt, and stain’d with blood, 
Remov’d beyond the sounds of grace, 

Are strangers to a pardoning Gop. 


Then, in the great REDEEMER’s name, 
Go forth, to nature’s utmost end, 

His truth to every realm proclaim, 
And call the nations te attend. 


Declare to earth’s remotest bound, 
Glad tidings from the Kine or Kines, 
Let every region catch the sound, 
And angels strike their golden strings. 


Teach the poor penitent to flee 
For safety, where salvation lies ; 
Bid him lift up his eyes, and see 
The Sun or RIGHTEOUSNESS arise, 


Then shall the wise, though distant far 
From Zion’s sacred tempie gate, 

O’er Bethlehem view the wond’rous Star, 
And worship at EMMANUEL’s feet. 


—— 





Poetry. 
An absent God. 


For a small moment have I forsaken thee. 


THE shades of death surround my soul, 
While conscious of an absent God, 

And slow the burden’d minutes roll, 
Beneath the terrors of his rod. 


Where shall I fly, thou dreadiul God ! 
Thy cheering beams of light withdrawn ; 
Where find my soul his blest abode, 
When wili this night of death be gone ? 


Eager thro’ this vain world I look, 
To emnty scenes of firth and joy ; 
Or take with trembling hope thy book, 
But all in vain my soul employ. 
For me the promise bears no part, 
Friends, profits, honors, pleasures, care, 
All, all are empty as my heart, 
Nor light, nor peace, nor joy are there. 


And e’en where once thou deign’d’st to mect, 
The meanest object of thy love, 

No answers my petitions greet, 
My prayers no welcome smiles approve. 


Bereft of God, each star and tree, 
That glow’d and bloom’d with form divine, 
Birds, insects, once all fraught with thee, 
No more with God in beauty shine. 


Emmanuel’s name, that glorious theme, 
That once each sacred passion fir’d ; 

That rais’d the heart to love supreme, 
And left unfelt no good desir’d ; 


Now breaks upon an ear unstrung ; 
Drunk up of sacred joy each stream, 
The fountain seal’d, and parch’d the tongue, 
And hope departed asa dream. 


Lost the refreshing views of heav’n, 
Of life in Jesus all the charms, 
Of peace with Gad and sins forgiv’n, 

God absent is a God in arms. 


Dark are thy ways, dread King of saints ; 
Butawful as thy chastenings are ; 
Tho’ heart desponds, and spirit faints, 
Yet mercy still delays despair. 
O, ye, who prevalent in pray’r, 
Enjoy his presence, plead for me, 
To God thy God this spirit bear, 
Blest once with faith, hope, joy, like thee. 
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Received of Mr. Mark Mead, being so much 
collected by him in new settlements... 6 50 

29. Received of Messrs. Lincoln & Gleason, being 
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